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Checklist: What to Do After a Loved One Dies

Introduction: A Guiding Hand for a Difficult Time

First, let me say I’m truly sorry for your loss. If you’ve found yourself here, it likely means
someone you love has passed away — and now, in the midst of grief, you’re being asked
to figure out what happens next.

I know how overwhelming this time can feel. I’ve helped many families through probate
and the days that follow a death, and | understand that legal paperwork is often the last
thing you want to think about. That’s why | created this checklist — to give you a clear,
compassionate guide through the immediate and long-term tasks that need to be handled
after someone dies in Florida.

This list doesn’t just cover the legal basics like filing for probate or gathering financial
documents. It also includes things people often overlook, like securing the home,
arranging care for pets or dependents, and protecting against identity theft. You’ll find a
timeline to help you pace the work — from what to do in the first 24 hours, to the steps that
come in the weeks and months that follow.

What’s Inside This Checklist

¢ Immediate action items, like getting a legal pronouncement of death and arranging
care for dependents

e Short-term tasks, such as contacting financial institutions, ordering death
certificates, and securing legal documents

e Legal steps, including initiating probate, inventorying assets, and advising creditors

e Financial and tax planning, like consulting a CPA, applying for benefits, and
managing final distributions

e Long-term guidance for closing the estate and setting up a financial plan for the
surviving family

How to Use This Checklist

Take it one step at a time. You don’t need to do everything in one day. Many of these tasks
can wait — and many others can be delegated. If you’re feeling overwhelmed, use this
checklist to prioritize what truly needs to happen now, and what can wait until you’ve had
time to grieve.
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Feel free to print this list, check things off as you go, and keep it in a folder with the rest
of your estate documents. If questions come up — and they often do — I’m here to help.

Free Consultations

Whether you want to know if probate is even necessary or you just want a second set of
eyes on whatto do next, | offer free consultations. | can help you understand your options,

answer your questions, and guide you through the next steps. You don’t have to do this
alone.

Scan the QR code or visit www.theflprobatepro.com to schedule your free consultation.


https://theflprobatepro.com/booking-new-client/
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Checklist

Immediate

O

Get a legal pronouncement of death
Call 911 if death occurred unexpectedly at home. Hospice staff can do this if the
person was under care. A pronouncement is required to obtain death certificates.

Notify close family and friends
Begin with immediate family. Let others know gradually as appropriate.

Arrange care for dependents and pets
Make immediate arrangements for children, elderly family members, or pets.

Secure the home and personal property

Lock up the home, check for and protect valuables, and arrange care for perishable
items such as food and plants. If possible, it’s a good idea to make a list and take
photos of the valuables. If firearms, medications, or sensitive materials are in the
home, arrange for secure storage or removal.

Begin funeral/memorial arrangements
Contactafuneralhome. Look through paperwork for any written instructions, prepaid
plans, or religious preferences. Decide whether to write and publish an obituary.

Short Term

O

Order multiple certified copies of the death certificate
Typically needed for financial institutions, title transfers, and benefits claims.

Gather and Review Important Documents

Look for any Last Will and Testament or trust documents, insurance policies, and
account-related documents (bank statements, investment statements, real estate
paperwork, vehicle titles, insurance information).

Deposit Last Will and Testament
If you locate a Last Will and Testament, Florida law requires that it be deposited with
the Clerk of Courtin the county where the Will-maker lived (Florida Statute §732.901).

Notify Social Security Administration
Call 1-800-772-1213. If benefits were being paid, they will stop and any overpayments
may need to be returned.


http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statuTes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0732/Sections/0732.901.html
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O Contact credit reporting agencies to report the death
This helps prevent identity theft. See TransUnion’s blog about the topic: Reporting a
Death of a Loved One to TransUnion (https://www.transunion.com/blog/credit-
advice/reporting-a-death-to-tu)

o Equifax: P.O. Box 105139, Atlanta, GA 30348
o TransUnion: P.O. Box 2000, Chester, PA 19016
o Experian: P.O. Box 4500, Allen, TX 75013

O Forward or hold mail
Contact USPS to hold or forward mail to prevent buildup and monitor accounts or
bills.

O Notify employer or business contacts
Ask about final wages, life insurance, retirement benefits, or stock options. Retrieve
personal belongings from the workplace.

O Notify Monthly Deposits
Identify any recurring monthly income such as pensions, annuities, or retirement
plan distributions. Contact the provider to stop payments, report the death, and
inquire about survivor benefits or overpayment recovery.

0 Reviewinsurance policies
Locate and contact companies regarding life, health, auto, and homeowner’s
insurance to ensure assets remain covered.

Within Two to Three Weeks

O Consult a probate attorney
Meet with an attorney to determine whether probate is needed and what steps should
be taken next. Avoid distributing assets or paying debts until you’ve received legal
advice.

O Inventory assets and debts
Begin a written list of accounts, real estate, personal property, and any known debts.

O Check forunclaimed property
Visit Florida’s unclaimed property website (FLTreasureHunt.gov) to search for any
unclaimed assets in the decedent’s name, such as forgotten bank accounts,
insurance payouts, or utility refunds.


https://www.transunion.com/blog/credit-advice/reporting-a-death-to-tu
https://www.transunion.com/blog/credit-advice/reporting-a-death-to-tu
https://www.equifax.com/personal/help/article-list/-/h/a/relative-death-contact-credit-bureaus/
https://www.transunion.com/blog/credit-advice/reporting-a-death-to-tu
https://www.experian.com/blogs/ask-experian/reporting-death-of-relative/
https://www.fltreasurehunt.gov/
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O

O

Locate safe deposit boxes
These may require court authority or a key to access.

Cancel unneeded accounts & subscriptions

Cancel any accounts or subscriptions that are no longer needed - such as phone
plans, cable, internet, streaming services (Netflix, Amazon Prime, Disney+, etc.). Itis
often desirable to continue payments for the benefit of real property — such as
mortgage, insurance, taxes, utilities, lawn and pool services, etc.

Within One to Three Months

O Obtain professional asset valuations
Appraisals may be needed for real estate, collectibles, or business interests.

O Meet with a CPA or tax advisor
Atax return will need to be filed for the decedent and possibly for the estate. Estate
tax filings may be required within 9 months.

O Determine eligibility for benefits
Apply for VA benefits, pensions, life insurance, and Social Security survivor benefits
if applicable.

O Close or transfer financial accounts
Remove the decedent’s name from any jointly owned accounts. File beneficiary claim
paperwork for any accounts with beneficiaries named. If there are any other assets
that still require transfer, consult with an attorney for guidance.

Long-Term

O Double check for unclaimed property

Visit Florida’s unclaimed property website (FLTreasureHunt.gov) again to see if any
more unclaimed assets appear.

Create a financial & estate plan for the future

Survivors should consider budgeting, insurance adjustments, and investment
changes going forward as well as updating their own wills, powers of attorney, health
care directives, and insurance policies. | can help with this as well.


https://www.fltreasurehunt.gov/

